
July 5, 2020                              Sunday Morning: Study Notes 
America’s Foundations: In God We Trust 

 

 Daniel 9:9-10 - The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against 
him; we have not obeyed the LORD our God or kept the laws he gave us through his servants the 
prophets. 

 Psalm 11:3 - If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? 
 Psalm 33:12 - Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen 

for his own inheritance. 
 Proverbs 14:34 - Righteousness exalts a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. 
 Proverbs 29:2 - When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice, but when the wicked rule, 

the people mourn. 
 
Daniel’s Prayer for Forgiveness – He humbled himself before God for his nation. 
The people of Israel rejected God’s laws and His rule over them time and time again, therefore God disciplined His people 
by allowing other nations to trample them and lead them into captivity as slaves. Israel wast under God’s discipline for 70 
years. Daniel prays a personal and public prayer of repentance and confession asking God to forgive and deliver them.  
 
The Founding of a Great Nation 
The Founding Fathers made it clear, they believed in a God in heaven who oversees the lives of men and nations.  They 
believed that without God this nation cannot stand or endure. They believed in the moral laws of God that govern men and 
nations.  They believed that this nation was founded on the Word of God and Jesus Christ as King.  
 
Founding Fathers Quotes: George Washington, Ben Franklin, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Noah Webster, Patrick Henry, 
James Madison, Thomas Jefferson. English Board of Trade, Committee on Correspondence.  
 
Abraham Lincoln’s Lament  
Lincoln believed that the Civil War and the tearing apart of the Republic was directly related to our national rejection of 
God’s laws. “Insomuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations like individuals are subjected to punishments and 
chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war, which desolates the land, may be 
but a punishment, inflicted on us, for our presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our national reformation as a whole 
People?...We have forgotten God!”  
 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s Prediction  
Alexander Solzhenitsyn was a Christian who stood against the tyranny and evil of the Communist regime in Russia and 
spent 18 years in the Gulag at hard labor for expressing his convictions. In 1978 and again in 1983 he spoke to America 
about its sin. He warned that America and the West had become too preoccupied with rights and needed to focus instead on 
moral obligations.  At the heart of this moral confusion and collapse was the loss of faith and with it the loss of virtue—
primarily the virtue of courage, courage to speak out for its moral and spiritual ideas.  He called it moral cowardice!   
 
How Far We Have Fallen!  
We the people of the United States have fallen from grace. We have abandoned God and righteousness. We have allowed a 
few elite hedonists to intimidate us into subjection to their immoral lifestyles. We have become a nation of sniveling 
cowards, afraid to speak up, afraid to offend someone with the truth of God’s word. We have caved in to our culture’s 
threats.  We have stood by silently as rights have been removed from us, one after another. We now call good evil and evil 
good. We have allowed the legalization of immoral behavior. We cower in the face of persecution when we dare to speak 
out against such wickedness. We have become the new Sodom and Gomorrah.  
 
Only Righteousness Exalts a Nation 
Throughout the Scriptures God holds nations accountable for the moral law written on their hearts whether they have the 
commands of God or not.  Noah’s flood, Sodom and Gomorrah’s destruction, Ninevah, Philistines, Edom, Ammon, and 
Moab all fell because they refused the moral laws of God.  Six of the 10 Commandments are moral laws governing man to 
man. These laws are trans-cultural, trans-generational, and trans-ethnical. May we have the courage to speak out in this 
sinful and adulterous generation for the glory of God and the good of our nation.       Read 2 Chronicles 7:14   
 

What shall we then do? 
 

#1 – Pray! Repent and Return to God,  #2 – Proclaim the Word of God,  #3 – Protest against sin in our culture 



Personal Exercises 
The following are some suggested topics for discussion in small groups. They are only starting points. 
You may have your own questions, or as a group, you may detour from these to other questions you 
all may have and want to discuss together.  
 
1. Read the Biographies of Men of Faith – Biographies are stories of great men’s lives. I want to 

encourage you to set aside a year to read great biographies of men of faith. Consider the lives of 
men like George Mueller, D.L. Moody, and many more who lived righteous lives in their sinful 
generations.  

2. Read biographies of Presidents and moral leaders who through courage and moral persistence 
made a difference in the times. What biographies would you recommend to others?  

 

Questions for Discussion  

It is always important that we be doers of the Word and not hearers only. To listen only (even if we 
enjoy what we hear) is to insult the Spirit of God as our teacher. God does not instruct us simply to 
add to our knowledge. Knowledge puffs up.  He teaches us to discipline ourselves in godliness, to 
make changes in our lifestyles and practices so that our transformation will appear to all. The Word is 
a mirror. We see ourselves as we really are and then make changes.  
 
1. What moral laws have we as a nation broken and legitimized? If you could roll back time what 
would you undo that has gradually eroded our national morality?  Who do you blame for our present 
state of national godlessness?   
 
2. Have you exercised the freedoms afforded you to speak out against immoral laws and policies of 
our culture?  When and where do you speak out – in the local community, in State government, or 
nationally?  
 
3. In our volatile political environment today what can you do to effect change that will lead us back 
to God and morality?  Our culture keeps pushing back against godliness and crossing lines we never 
thought we would ever allow to be crossed. At what point might you say, “enough is enough” and 
push back? 
 

A Thoughtful Exercise 
1. Ask yourself what commands of God are no longer binding on us?  Which commands are the 
hardest to obey?  If you were God what commands might you add?   
 

 


